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St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word  

will fill your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in 

knowing that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 

 

• Large print service folders are available from an usher. Assisted listening 

devices, including both ear bud and loop receivers for digital hearing aids,  

are also available from an usher.  

 

• Children’s service folders and worship notes are available in the round tract rack 

in the entry area. 

 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back 

of the church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the 

worship service on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the 

mother’s room and in the room adjacent to the nursery. 

 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 

 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 

 

• Please join us for Bible class at 9:15 a.m. 

Male and Female He Created Them: Fellowship Hall, lower level of church 



pg. 3 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 21 & 22, 2020 

 

The Battle for Your Soul: Victory over selfishness. 
 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn All Depends on Our Possessing  

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 421 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION  AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 
 
 Confession and Absolution:  When we approach our holy Lord in worship, it is appropriate that we 

confess our sins to him and seek his forgiveness. After the invocation, the minister leads the 

congregation into the confession of sins – the daily drowning of our sinful nature. In the absolution, the 

minister announces forgiveness to the penitent congregation, confidently appealing to the atoning 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ as the basis for forgiveness. 

 

After hearing the Gospel words of forgiveness in the absolution, the congregation responds with a 

spoken amen. By speaking the amen, the congregation verbalizes its faith and expresses agreement with 

this good news of forgiveness and absolution. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil deeds. But we ask you 

graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Genesis 37:1-11 

The selfishness of Joseph’s brothers leads to doubt and family strife. 

 

 Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 

 This is the account of Jacob. 

 Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and 

the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them. 

 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his 

old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved 

him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 

 Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to 

them, “Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my 

sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 

 His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they 

hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 

 Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, 

and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 

 When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this 

dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground 

before you?” His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 42-43 

Hope for a life of selfless service comes from God. 

 

  

 As the deer pants for streams of water, 

  so my soul pants for you, O God. 

 

 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

  Where can I go and meet with God? 

  

 Why are you downcast, O my soul? 

  Why so disturbed within me? 

 

 Put your hope in God, 

  for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; 

  let them bring me to the place where you dwell. 

 

 Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight. 

  I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  
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Second Lesson Romans 8:1-10 

The Spirit sets us free to live lives of selfless service to God and neighbor. 

 

 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ 

Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was 

powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the 

righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful 

nature but according to the Spirit. 

 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but 

those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of 

sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to 

God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot 

please God. 

 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in 

you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in 

you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 

 

Verse of the Day  

M: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Please stand 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 20:17-28 

Jesus teaches his disciples about selfless and humble service. 

 

 Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, “We 

are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of 

the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and 

flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!” 
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 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor 

of him. 

 “What is it you want?” he asked. 

 She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left 

in your kingdom.” 

 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to 

drink?” 

 “We can,” they answered. 

 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me 

to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 

 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them 

together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 

exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 

must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave – just as the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Hymn of the Day  Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

Christian Worship 486 
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Sermon Genesis 37:1-11 

 

God’s Messy Family 

 

Please stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth. 
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 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended into hell.  

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,   

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Lent 

M: Dearest Lord Jesus, accept our humble thanks for becoming one of us: the Word made flesh 

who fulfilled all that was necessary for our eternal redemption. 

 

C: You lived a holy life that your perfect obedience might be credited to us. 

 

M: Bearing our sins, you willingly traveled the agonizing path to the cross where God laid on you 

the iniquity of us all. 

 

C: You died an innocent death that we might live forever in heaven. 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Keep this message of pardon granted and salvation won always on our hearts and lips, that we 

may tell those around us of your grace and mercy. 

 

C: Remind us daily of the depths of your love, and provide us with opportunities to live out 

this love in our lives. 

 

M: On those days when trials and temptations threaten to overshadow your love for us, cause us to 

remember your promise to never leave us or forsake us. 

 

C: Even in our darkest hours, give us the strength to bear our crosses and remain firm in 

our faith. 

 

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: As we continue our journey in this fallen world, remind us that our present sufferings are not 

worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

 

C: Bring us quickly to the day when we will exchange our crosses for a crown of glory. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Hymn     In Hopelessness and Near Despair 

     Christian Worship Supplement 738 
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Please stand 

 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. 

Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 

holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we 

live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go 

Christian Worship 518 

 
 
 Closing Hymn: With the closing hymn, the worship service is ended. This hymn is chosen to help 

worshipers take the message or theme of the day home with them.  Often it will be a familiar hymn that 

resonates beyond the worship service.  In this hymn, the congregation reaffirms and proclaims the truths 

that have been shared throughout the entire service.   
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Announcements 

Postlude 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musician Lynn Kozlowski, organ  

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The altar flowers are placed in loving memory of Ellen Lange’s son Timothy who entered 

eternal life on March 20, 2001, and in celebration of Doug and Ellen Lange’s 17 th wedding 

anniversary. 
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Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service I. Texts revised from The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Music © 2002 Kermit Moldenhauer.  

“All Depends on Our Possessing” Text and tune public domain. 

“Psalm 42-43” Tune Robert J. Thompson © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” Text and tune public domain. 

 “In Hopelessness and Near Despair” Text © 1987 Concordia Publishing House. Tune © 2006  

 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Forth in the Peace of Christ We Go” Text staznas 1, 2, 4, 5 © 1969 James Quinn, SJ. Published by  

 OCP. Text stanza 3 © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public domain. 

“To Your Temple I Draw Near” Text and tune public domain. 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Lent 4 
 

  

M John 6:22-29 Exodus 16:2-7a, 13-15 

T 1 Kings 19:1-8  John 6:30-35 

W Mark 12:28-34 Mark 12:41-44 

R John 6:47-59 John 6:60-65 

F John 8:21-30 John 11:17-45 

S Hebrews 12:22-29 Revelation 21:9-14,18-27 



pg. 17 

 

Parents’ Preview for March 29 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“To Your Temple I Draw Near”  

Christian Worship 226 

 



 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm  Saturdays at 7:00 pm 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 
sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


